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ACTIONS PREDICTION FOR
HYPOTHETICAL DRIVING CONDITIONS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the priority under 35 U.S.C.
§119(e) from U.S. provisional application Ser. No. 61/905,
626 filed on Nov. 18, 2013, which is incorporated herein by
reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to in-vehicle infor-
mation systems, and more particularly to actions prediction
for hypothetical driving conditions of a vehicle.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

An in-vehicle information system (IVIS) can help a driver
operate a vehicle. For example, the IVIS can inform the
driver on the remaining fuel, tire pressure, or a best route to
a destination. Similarly, the IVIS can assist the driver to
make a telephone call, select music, or download an appli-
cation using the Internet. To assist the driver, the IVIS needs
an interface for communicating with the driver or passengers
in the vehicle.

Until recently, the actions performed by the IVIS were
deterministic. The IVIS reacted on the actions of the driver
or a change in the road conditions in a way predetermined
by the designers of the IVIS. Accordingly, the communica-
tion interface of the IVIS was designed to streamline the
exchange of the current information. For example, the IVIS
can turn ON the light to indicate that the current level of the
remaining fuel is low. Similarly, the IVIS can command the
navigation system to select the best road based on a currently
selected destination and a current location of the vehicle.
Accordingly, the communication interfaces of the various
IVIS were designed to receive current information from the
modules integrated into the vehicle and from the driver. For
example, the current information can include the current
location, the current time, the current traffic conditions, and
the current destination.

The introduction of predictive modules into the IVIS
allows the IVIS to act probabilistically to predict the pos-
sible actions and/or desires of the drivers. For example, U.S.
Pat. No. 7,233,861 describes a method for predicting desti-
nations and receiving vehicle position data. The vehicle
position data include a current trip that is compared to a
previous trip to predict a destination for the vehicle. A path
to the destination can also be suggested. Similarly, U.S
Patent Publication 20110238289 describes a navigation
device and method for predicting the destination of a trip.
U.S. Patent Publication 20130166096 describes a predictive
destination entry system for a vehicle navigation system to
aid in obtaining a destination for the vehicle.

Those methods predict the possible destinations based on
the past and the current information. For example, the past
information is collected based on the history of the operating
the vehicle and the current information is determined by the
modules of the vehicle.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The embodiments of the invention provide a system for
communicating between a driver and an in-vehicle informa-
tion system (IVIS) to determine hypothetical future events.
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For instance, at a car dealership, the utility of a prediction
engine enables potential buyers to view predictions based on
a combination of current and past conditions as well as based
on the hypothetical conditions selected during the demon-
stration. The hypothetical conditions can be varied in a more
natural way, thus allowing a more compelling demonstra-
tion. For example, the current conditions can include a
history of trips made on weekdays, and the potential buyers
can change the time of the day or time of the week to
compare the prediction of those hypothetical with their own
experience.

Similarly, providing the hypothetical scenarios can assist
in trip planning. If the system allows the user to build a set
of related hypothetical scenarios, then predictions for each
scenario can be generated, and used for research and plan-
ning.

Accordingly, various embodiments are based on recogni-
tion that there is a need for simulation mechanism that in
combination with the prediction engine of the IVIS can
simulate the operation of the IVIS in various hypothetical
situations.

Some embodiments are based on a realization that the
prediction engine makes the predictions based on various
parameters of the state of the driving including parameters
determined based on the driving history of the vehicle or the
user and parameters independent from the driving history
and determined by the modules of the vehicle. For example,
the independent parameters can include a current location of
the vehicle, a time of the day, a type of the day, e.g.,
weekday, weekend or holiday, the time of the year. Various
embodiments of the invention are based on the realization
that by changing or overriding the driving state parameters
used by the prediction engine to make the predictions,
various hypothetical scenarios for the user can be generated.

For example, one embodiment discloses an in-vehicle
information system, comprising a prediction engine for
predicting an action based on driving state parameters, and
a simulation engine for changing at least one driving state
parameter to create a hypothetical scenario, such that the
prediction engine predicts the action for the hypothetical
scenario.

The driving state parameters can include parameters
determined by the prediction engine based on a driving
history of the vehicle and parameters independent from the
driving history. Thus, in some embodiments, the in-vehicle
information system includes at least one system module for
determining the driving independent parameters. In one
embodiment, the simulation engine modifies one or several
driving independent parameters.

In various embodiments, the parameters are used by
various modules of the in-vehicle information system in
addition to the simulation engine. For example, such param-
eter as a current time can be used by the prediction engine
to predict the action and by a clock installed in the vehicle
for displaying time. The simulation engine modifies the
parameters as received by the prediction engine, without
modifying the parameters as used by other modules of the
in-vehicle information system. In some embodiments, the
in-vehicle information system includes a user interface for
providing values of the parameters to be modified.

Accordingly, one embodiment discloses an information
system including a prediction engine for predicting an action
based on a set of driving state parameters, and a driving
history; and a simulation engine for generating a hypotheti-
cal scenario by simulating one or a combination of at least
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one driving state parameter and at least part of the driving
history, such that the prediction engine predicts the action
for the hypothetical scenario.

Another embodiment discloses a method for using a
prediction engine of a vehicle, wherein the prediction engine
predicts an action based on a set of driving state parameters
and a driving history. The method includes creating a
hypothetical scenario by modifying one or combination of at
least one driving state parameter and at least part of the
driving history; and providing the hypothetical scenario to
the prediction engine, such that the prediction engine pre-
dicts the action for the hypothetical scenario. The steps of
the method are performed by a processor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic of an example of an information
system of a vehicle for establishing a hypothetical driving
scenario according to various embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a system for predicting an
action for actual and/or hypothetical scenario according to
some embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 3A is a block diagram of a method for predicting
actions for a hypothetical driving state according to one
embodiment;

FIG. 3B is a block diagram of a method for interaction
between a user specifying a hypothetical driving state and
the information system according to some embodiments of
the invention;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a system for selecting driving
state parameters to be modified according to one embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 5A is a block diagram of a demonstration system for
use in an automotive showroom context by some embodi-
ments of the invention;

FIG. 5B is a diagram of a user interface for use in an
automotive showroom context according to one embodi-
ment of the invention; and

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a method for considering a trip to
a new location according to one embodiment of the inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows an example of an information system 106 of
a vehicle 102 for interacting with a driver to establish a
hypothetical driving scenario and for generating user action
and/or driving predictions for that scenario. The system also
has the capability to communicate the predictions to a user
of the system.

The system includes a processor, e.g., a central processing
unit (CPU), for controlling the operation of the system. The
system interacts with a persistent storage device 114, which
includes software related to an operating system (OS) of the
system, application programs that can be executed by the
CPU to provide specific functionalities to a user of the
system, and software related to predicting user actions and
driving actions. The system further includes a car human-
machine-interface (HMI) 104 including input and output
interfaces. For example, the HMI can be connected to one or
more input devices such as a touch screen, buttons, a
keyboard, or a speech input device, and one or more output
devices such as a screen or speakers for audio feedback.

In one embodiment, the persistent storage of the system
includes one or more storage areas dedicated to storing the
driving history 110 of the system. The driving history can
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include current and past information about driving of the
vehicle and/or a driver of the vehicle. For example, the
driving history can include information about the state of the
vehicle, previous and/or current locations and/or destina-
tions of the vehicle, the state of the area surrounding the
vehicle, and the state of the larger world at particular times
in the past. In alternate embodiments, the driving history is
stored on an external memory device or server.

The system can further include sensors that regularly
detect the current state of the vehicle and its surroundings.
The sensors can be internal sensors 120 installed in the
vehicle. The internal sensors 120 can include one or com-
bination of a clock, a global positioning system (GPS), and
sensors that detect the state of the various physical and
electric components of the car, such as sensors that detect
seat occupancy, door position, lighting status, and/or the
state of the HMI. The system can further include sensors that
detect the user state of the occupants of the vehicle, e.g.,
sensors that detect physical state such as head position,
eye-gaze direction, or heart-rate.

The system can be operatively connected with external
sensors 130 that are not located in the vehicle, but which
supply information about the external environment. These
external sensors can communicate with the processor over a
network. For example, such external sensors 130 can include
sensors that supply information about traffic, weather, or
road state. Some embodiments can use external state infor-
mation provided by external services that are available on a
network. In the some embodiments the internal and/or
external sensors are real-time, i.e., the sensors provide
instantaneous information about the state of the world. In
other embodiments, the sensors can include external sensor
data sources that act in batch mode, that is, where informa-
tion is provided about past states. Such past information is
integrated into the driving history.

The system 106 also includes a prediction engine 140 for
predicting what the user and/or the vehicle will do next
based on the current state of the driving and the driving
history. The current state of the driving can be represented
by a set of driving state parameters, such that the prediction
engine predicts the action based on the set of driving state
parameters and the driving history. The action can include
one or combination of user actions or vehicle actions. For
example, the action can be a placing a telephone call for a
user, or driving to the nearest coffee shop.

The system 106 also includes a simulation engine 150 for
creating a hypothetical scenario, such that the prediction
engine 140 predicts the action for the hypothetical scenario,
as contrasted with the prediction of the actual scenario. In
some embodiments, the simulation engine creates a hypo-
thetical scenario by simulating one or combination of at least
one driving state parameter and at least part of the driving
history. In this manner, the hypothetical scenarios can be
created without moditying the prediction engine and the
actual driving state parameters and the driving history.

For example, in some embodiments, the system 106 can
also include a system module using the driving state param-
eter. In those embodiments, the simulation engine modifies
only a copy of the driving state parameter used by the
prediction engine without modifying the driving state
parameter used by the system module.

In one example, the driving state parameter is a current
location of the vehicle, and the system module is a naviga-
tion system of the vehicle. In this example, the simulation
engine changes the current location of the vehicle as used by
the prediction engine without changing the current location
of the vehicle used by the navigation system.
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In another example, the driving state parameter is a
current time or a calendar date, and the system module is a
clock or a calendar system of the vehicle. In this example,
the simulation engine changes the current time or the
calendar date for the prediction engine without changing the
current time or the calendar date used by the clock or the
calendar system. Notably, in this example, the driving state
parameter has a value independent from the driving history,
and the simulation engine modifies the value of that driving
state parameter.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a system for predicting
an action for actual and/or hypothetical scenario according
to some embodiments of the invention. The system collects
measurements from internal 210 and/or external 220 sensors
and processes the measurements to determine 230 the set of
driving state parameters at a particular time. Such processing
can include direct use of sensor measurements, down-
sampling, averaging measurements over time, coarse-cod-
ing, and other forms of statistical and/or mathematical
analysis that result in derived measures of the car state. The
processing can also use the driving history. The set of
driving state parameters can thus represent either the instan-
taneous state of the vehicle, or a representation of the both
the instantaneous state and some part of the state history.

The system also comprises a module that records 225
information about actions performed by the user while
driving. These actions can be detected by any HMI that the
user interacts with and/or by sensors that detect the physical
state of the user.

Some embodiments include a driving history module for
collecting 240 the driving history of the vehicle or actions
225 of a driver of the vehicle and for creating 270 a
prediction model 275 for the prediction engine. For
example, each record of driving state parameters computed
for a particular time is recorded 240 as the driving history,
which thus includes a history of the driving states and user
actions at various times in the past. The driving history as
stored can include a full representation of all past time
records, or a sparse history where particular types of data are
only stored at times of interest. User actions of interest can
also be stored in the driving history.

Some embodiments analyze the driving history to reveal
driving actions of long duration. For instance, when the
vehicle arrives at a particular location, this action can be
determined and added to the time records for all driving
states during the trip which resulted in arriving at the
destination.

In some embodiments, the driving history is used to
construct 270 prediction models 275, which associate par-
ticular combinations of driving state parameters with user
actions and driving actions of interest. In one embodiment,
the prediction models are constructed using statistical meth-
ods of analysis such as machine learning techniques. Some
embodiments can also include rule based associations
between particular combinations of driving state parameters
with user actions and driving actions of interest.

The prediction models can be built regularly, or as needed.
The prediction models can be built locally by the system in
the vehicle, or externally by an external system or service.

The prediction engine uses the associations in the predic-
tion models in order to make predictions of what user action
and driving conditions are likely to occur given the current
driving state parameters and the driving history. One
embodiment uses machine learning techniques to generate
260 the prediction of the action 265, but any other form of
prediction technique can be used.
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The simulation engine of various embodiments create the
hypothetical scenario by modifying 250 one or combination
of at least one driving state parameter and at least part of the
driving history. For example, modification of the driving
history can be used to simulate one scenario for different
users. Modification of the driving state parameters can
simulate different scenarios for the same users. The combi-
nation of modifications of driving state parameters and
driving history can simulate different scenarios for different
users.

In addition, such modifications allow creating hypotheti-
cal scenarios without altering the actual state of the system.
For example, the simulation engine can modify only a copy
of the driving state parameter used by the prediction engine.
Similarly, the simulation engine can modify the prediction
model without changing the driving history

FIG. 3A shows a block diagram of a method for predicting
actions for a hypothetical driving state according to one
embodiment. A hypothetical driving state 310 can include
the set of driving state parameters 320, which in turn can
include a set of measurements of the sensors and/or other
parameters values. For example, if a set of values for
particular sensors is given, then at least part of the driving
state parameters is computed from the set of sensor values.
If a set of driving state parameters is given, this set can be
used directly. The initial hypothetical driving state can be a
recorded set of values selected from a particular time in the
recorded history.

A subset of the driving state parameters is displayed 325
to the user. The display can be accomplished by using actual
or virtual meter displays, showing sensor or parameter
values, using audio feedback to communicate something
about the set of driving state parameters, or any other form
of output which informs the user about the status of the
current set of values. The user can modify 330 the values of
the driving state parameters by altering the hypothetical
driving state or by directly modifying the set of driving state
parameters.

The prediction engine 140 is used to generate predictions
of user actions for the specified hypothetical driving state, in
the manner similar to prediction for a current driving state,
but using the specified and computed driving state param-
eters instead of current state parameters.

The generated predictions are communicated 340 to the
user by means of a display or other output device. In one
embodiment, the generated predictions are shown as a
ranked list and/or as icons on a map.

In one embodiment the HMI includes controls to modify
the values of particular sensor or driving state parameters.
Manipulation of these controls by a user can result in the
value(s) of one or more sensor or parameter being modified.
When a parameter or sensor value is modified, a new
hypothetical driving state is created, resulting in new pre-
dictions which can be displayed to the user.

Some embodiments include various affordances for the
user to view the difference between one hypothetical driving
state and another. For instance, various graphical markings
can be overlaid on a sensor meter in order to show two
different hypothetical values. One embodiment also uses this
display technique to show the difference between a recorded
value and a modified value.

Some embodiments also provide a possibility for the user
to view the difference between the predictions generated for
one hypothetical driving state and the predictions generated
for another hypothetical driving state. For instance, predic-
tions for two driving states can be shown next to each other
so that a user can visually inspect them for differences. In
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some embodiments, two or more sets of predictions can be
overlaid with only the differences highlighted. Various
graphical techniques are used by embodiment for displaying
the difference between two similar sets.

One embodiment also includes an updating display show-
ing a sequence of hypothetical driving states and predictions
corresponding to a trip. The location of the vehicle during
the trip can be shown on a map display. The location, driving
parameters, and predictions are updated for each state in the
sequence. Control of the change between states can be
automatic in response to some activation event, or can be
fully controlled by the user, or some combination thereof.

FIG. 3B shows a block diagram of a method for interac-
tion between a user specifying a hypothetical driving state
and the information system 106 according to some embodi-
ments of the invention. The hypothetical driving state is
initialized 350 to a particular set of driving state parameters.
In some embodiments, the current driving state parameters
can be used 355 to initialize the hypothetical driving state.
In some embodiments, a hypothetical driving state can be
initialized to a previously generated hypothetical driving
state. In some embodiments, the hypothetical driving state
can be initialized a previously recorded driving state.

In some embodiments, a user can specify 355 a few values
for driving parameters, for instance, that the day of week is
Tuesday, and that the time is 7 PM. When some driving state
parameters are initialized and some are unspecified, then the
other parameters can be populated 370 from similar condi-
tions in the driving history. In one embodiment, the specified
parameters can be used as the basis for a search 360 to find
one or more trips from the driving history which best match
the specified parameters using a similarity metric. Many
similarity metrics can be used for this purpose. A trip is a
sequence of related, e.g., in time or place, hypothetical
driving states.

After the driving state parameters have been fully popu-
lated, a subset of parameters can be shown 375 to the user
for refinement of the driving state. The user can be, e.g., a
driver or a passenger in the vehicle.

In one embodiment, the system 106 includes an input
interface having controls to modify 380 the values of
particular driving state parameters. Manipulation of these
controls by a user can result in the value(s) of one or more
parameters being modified. In some uses of the system,
parameter modification can cause 385 a new search of the
driving history to be performed to find a new driving state
or trip which is most similar to the new set of specified
parameters.

In addition, after the driving state parameters are popu-
lated, if the user specified a trip, then the system can
propagate 390 the specified parameters through all of the
driving states of the trip.

FIG. 4 shows a block diagram of a system for selecting
driving state parameters to be modified according to one
embodiment of the invention. This embodiment is based on
recognition that modification of different parameters can
have different degrees of impact on the predicted action.
Also, for some uses, it is desirable to limit the set of
parameters that can be varied.

Accordingly, in some embodiment of the invention, the
information system 106 includes an analytical module 410
for performing an analysis of a set of actions 450 predicted
140 for a set of hypothetical scenarios 440 and for deter-
mining a subset 415 of driving state parameters based on the
analysis. The embodiment also includes an interface for
modifying 420 values of at least some driving state param-
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eters in the subset, and a processor for determining the set
of hypothetical scenarios 440 using the modified values of
the driving state parameters.

For example, the interface can include an output interface
for rendering the subset of driving state parameters to be
modified and an input interface for moditying values of at
least some driving state parameters in the subset. In some
embodiments, the output interface displays concurrently
multiple actions and multiple corresponding hypothetical
scenarios. Also, the processor can simulate 435 multiple sets
of the driving state parameters by combining the modified
parameters 425 with other parameters 430 of a current
driving state.

For example, at any given point in time, the prediction
engine 140 processes an input feature vector of driving state
parameters describing the state of the vehicle and the driver,
and outputs a list of most likely actions that the driver can
do next, along with the respective probabilities of them
happening. When demonstrating the operation of the pre-
diction engine in a given situation, it is desirable to know
which of the individual components of the input vector
would impact the prediction the most, if changed. To this
end, the analytical module 410 of some embodiments deter-
mines a measure of the impact of changing a single input
variable feature, while holding all other features at their
current values.

Several impact measures are possible. Some of the impact
measures are calculated by comparing the probability dis-
tribution of the predicted actions before and after a tentative
change in the input feature under consideration. Let P, be the
predicted probability of action A, when the current input
vector is used for prediction without modifications. In this
case, the values P, form a probability mass function over the
domain of all actions. Similarly, let Q, be the predicted
probability of action A, when the input feature under con-
sideration is modified in an appropriate manner. (For Bool-
ean features, the modification will be to the opposite logical
state; for continuous feature, the modification can be setting
the value to one of its extreme permissible values.) The
impact measures described below compare the two prob-
ability mass functions P and Q.

One possible measure is the Kullback-Leibler (KL) diver-
gence between the two probability mass functions P and Q,
defined as

D7) = 3 loe

The more the two distributions differ, the larger the KL
divergence between them is. However, the difference
between the two distributions, and hence the KL divergence
between them, is not directly related to the change in
recommended actions that a human driver would see. The
reason is that the driver does not see these distributions
directly—rather, he/she sees only the relative order of the
recommended actions. For this reason, an impact measure
based on changes in order would be more appropriate.

One such measure based on order is the Kendall tau
distance between two sorted lists. Let T,(i) be the ordering
of actions A, before the feature change, that is, T, (i) contains
the position of action A, in the list of actions sorted accord-
ing to their probabilities P, in descending order. Similarly, let
T,(1) be the ordering according to the predicted probabilities
Q, after the feature change, in the same (descending) order.
Then, the Kendall tau distance between the two orderings
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T,(1) and T,(i) is proportional to the number of action pairs
for which the relative position in the two orderings is
different:

K(wy,10)=H{ (/)i <7, (0, ()< (DN 5oV (T, ()T,
HNe@O<T()H

However, this measure is sensitive to changes in the order
everywhere in the sorted list, including the bottom of the list,
which is not likely to even be seen by the driver. Since
changes in the top of the list are most important and visible
by the driver, the distance can be modified to count only
changes in order that affect only the top-k items in both
orders, if the driver sees only the top k recommendations.
This would result in distance increase recorded when either
an action drops from the visible list, or enters the visible list,
or two actions change their relative positions on the visible
list. The modified distance measure then is:

K'(t,;55)={(0.7)t, ()=kUt, () =sk U, ()skUt, () <k, (T,
Ot HNNTNNTLE>LENVE >, ()N0)
=B}

Various embodiments use different distance measures, for
instance one of the measures described above, in order to
select a subset of features to display to the user for use in
modifying features during simulation.

One embodiment determines a subset of driving state
parameters to be modified. For each parameter in the subset,
a range of possible values is generated. The cross product of
all of the possible values can be modified 425. Each of these
lists of parameters and values can be combined with a
current, recorded, or hypothetical driving State, by setting
the varying parameters of the driving state to the values
indicated by the list. This results in a set of hypothetical
driving states. For each hypothetical driving states, the
prediction engine is used to generate predictions for that
hypothetical state. The predictions are compared with a
similarity metric as described above. Parameters that result
in lower similarity are selected. This process can be repeated
iteratively, modifying the initial driving state, the set of
candidate parameters, and/or the range of possible values for
each parameter on each iteration in order to explore the
space of parameters that can be changed.

Another embodiment starts with a trip (a related sequence
of driving states) and varies the parameters across the entire
trip. The sequence of predictions for a trip and for one
parameter setting is a “hypothetical scenario”. In this
embodiment, the similarity measure is used to compare
hypothetical scenarios in addition to comparing single driv-
ing states to each other, and parameters resulting in lower
similarity across trips are selected. Selection of driving state
parameters can be performed ahead of time, or as needed for
use with a particular trip or driving state.

One embodiment of the invention uses automatic selec-
tion of driving state parameters after a hypothetical driving
scenario is specified by a user. In this embodiment, these
parameters are preferred when showing controls to the user
for simulation.

EXAMPLES

Some embodiments of the invention are used to demon-
strate the efficacy of the simulation engine in a showroom
environment. One of the features of a car showroom is that
there is no current driving state, because there is not a car
currently being driven, and there is usually no history
recording the habits of the particular customer who is
looking at a car. For this use case, the prediction engine can

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

run on a computational platform different from a car info-
tainment system, and can include a desktop computer, or a
mobile device.

Showroom Example

FIG. 5A shows a block diagram of a demonstration
system for use in, e.g., an automotive showroom context in
some embodiments of the invention. It should be understood
that this description discloses an embodiment for this use
case which has some particular features that are specific to
the use case. Not all embodiments of the invention have all
of these features.

In this embodiment, simulation is based on recorded trips
that exist in the driving history. The driving history can
include trips that were recorded by one or more drivers in
one or more vehicles. A scenario is a sequence of one or
more driving states corresponding to a particular range of
time as defined by a start and stop time. Such start and stop
times can be selected to correspond to the actual times at
which a driver started driving and arrived at a destination, or
the start and stop times can be selected by some alternate
selection method.

In this embodiment, the block 515 labeled “Select sce-
nario/recorded trip based on user or use characteristics” is an
interaction in which a user, e.g., a customer or a salesperson,
begins by specifying some general attributes of the cus-
tomer, such as age, gender, area of residence, type of driver.
Simple user interface affordances can be provided for the
user to specify these or other attributes. In addition, some
driving parameters, for example time of day, day of week
can also be specified.

A search of the driving history 510 is performed for one
or more trips (scenarios) that have parameters 520 similar to
those specified. One of these scenarios becomes the initial
hypothetical scenario. In some embodiments a user can
select one scenario 525 from a list of scenarios matching the
search.

Selection of driving state parameters 530 for modification
can be performed at this point through an interface 540
based on the specific scenario selected, in order to increase
the difference of prediction that will result as the user
modifies the parameters.

One driving state in the scenario is selected as the initial
hypothetical driving state. This can be a first driving state, a
last driving state, or any state where something interesting
happened. The initial driving state can be chosen automati-
cally or it can be chosen by a user. The prediction engine 140
is used to make a series of predictions for some or all of the
driving states in the hypothetical scenario 525. These pre-
dictions are the Hypothetical Scenario Predictions 535 for
the particular hypothetical scenario.

This embodiment further includes an interface 540 which
has controls suitable for displaying the driving state param-
eters for the hypothetical scenario to a user.

Some of the parameters to be displayed can be selected
according to the method of FIG. 4. Some of the parameters
to be displayed can be selected by a user interface (UI)
designer for their meaning to a user. Many kinds of Ul
controls exist for displaying a value and/or selecting a new
value. It should be understood that any suitable UI control
can be used.

When a user selects new settings for one or more driving
state parameters, the interface block records the selected or
modified values 530. The modified values can be extended
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for the entire scenario, and combined with the recorded
driving state parameters for the scenario to create a new
hypothetical scenario.

This embodiment can render the difference between two
related hypothetical driving states. In particular, comparing
the state that occurred at the same time instant in two
hypothetical scenarios where the driving parameters differ
from each other. For example, this embodiment includes
controls that show the value for a particular parameter in
both scenarios. The controls further allow the user to select
a new value setting for the parameter, thus creating a new
hypothetical driving scenario.

The interface 540 can further include visualizations for
viewing the lists of predictions that were generated for the
two related driving states. The two lists of predictions (one
for each related driving state) can be displayed to the user
separately or combined. In other embodiments, more than
two related hypothetical driving states and predictions can
be displayed to the user concurrently.

Figure SB shows a diagram of a user interface 545 for use
in an automotive showroom context. This Ul includes the
capability to display and control selected driving parameters
and the capability to view the resulting predictions.

The Ul in this embodiment comprises a map visualization
550 showing locations 555 of the vehicle at each recorded
time corresponding to a driving state. It is useful, but not
necessary, to include some animation in the Ul so that the
trip can be viewed over a short time.

The UI also includes a parameter setting and control
visualization section 560 showing values of several selected
parameters. The diagram shows how each control can show
several values for a parameter, for instance, the actual value
as it was recorded and the value according to the current
simulation. Some parameters, such as the day of week, have
limited possible values that they can take. These parameters
are best represented by controls that allow limited values.
Other parameters, such as the time of day, have unlimited
values (within a range), and are best represented by controls
where the setting appears to be unconstrained within the
possible range.

The UI can further include visualizations for the predic-
tions for the hypothetical scenario being simulated. The Ul
545 uses parallel lists 570 to display predictions for the
actual trip as recorded and the hypothetical scenario accord-
ing to the current simulation.

Trip Selection Example

FIG. 6 shows a diagram of this example, in which a driver
with existing recorded history is considering a trip to a new
location, e.g. a business trip, or vacation, or to a known
location under new circumstances.

In some embodiments, the user can access the service
outside of the vehicle, so the prediction engine can run on a
computational platform different from an in-vehicle infor-
mation system, including on a desktop computer, or a mobile
device. In a different embodiment, the prediction engine can
run on the information system 106 or on a network service,
and a network connection can be used to access the predic-
tion engine using a lightweight software client.

A user uses an interface 610, either in the car or outside
the car, to enter parameters of the trip 640 that are known to
the user, for example day of the week, time of the day when
the car will be driven, likely weather for that location
(average temperatures or specific forecast for dates imme-
diately in the future). The input of the trip parameters 640
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can be implemented by means of common user interface
elements, such as input lists, calendars, text boxes, etc.

For parameters that cannot be specified in advance, such
as gas tank levels, cabin temperature, etc., the driving
history 630 can be used to determines 620 representative trip
parameters 650 by searching the driving history for past trips
similar to the trip parameters. In some embodiments, at least
part of the representative trip parameters 650 can be com-
puted using statistical functions such as average or sampling
from the existing recorded driver history of that driver, either
from the entire history, or from a selected portion of the
history. The selected portion of the history can be one or
more past trips found by searching for similarity to the trip
parameters.

The parameters 640 and 650 are combined 645 to make
one or more hypothetical driving states comprising the
hypothetical scenario 660. Some embodiments determine
more than one hypothetical scenario concurrently. The pre-
diction engine 140 generates the prediction of the action 670
from the hypothetical scenario 660. The predictions are
presented 680 to a user for research and planning based on
the predictions.

For example, the output of the prediction engine can take
the form of a list of recommended actions, connected to the
equivalent functionality of a car navigation system. For
example, when the recommended action is “Search for
Fuel”, when the user selects the corresponding list item, the
user should see a list of the closest gas stations, similar to
what a car navigation system would output when in use
inside a car.

If the past driving habits of the driver contain regularities,
such as a tendency to stop by a coffee shop between 8 am
and 9 am, when the time of the day is set to morning, the
prediction engine is likely to recommend a visit to a coffee
shop. At that point, the driver can follow the recommenda-
tion by selecting the corresponding list item, with the search
now applied to the point-of-interest (POI) database for the
new location. The result can be a list of nearby coffee shops,
and the driver would be able to see if they are conveniently
located, carry a preferred brand of coffee, have suitable
seating and various amenities of interest, such as WiFi, baby
changing stations, etc. Checking this information in advance
would reduce the cognitive load of the driver when actually
driving at the new location, and reduce the chance of an
accident.

In addition, for the same example, the driver can save one
or more of the identified coffee shops as one of his/her
favorites. This would make it more likely for the prediction
engine to recommend such a favorite location directly, as
opposed to going through an intermediate step of recom-
mending a genre of place to visit. Other uses of simulation
of the scenarios for the prediction engine are possible and
within the scope of various embodiments of the invention.

The above-described embodiments of the present inven-
tion can be implemented in any of numerous ways. For
example, the embodiments can be implemented using hard-
ware, software or a combination thereof. When implemented
in software, the software code can be executed on any
suitable processor or collection of processors, whether pro-
vided in a single computer or distributed among multiple
computers. Such processors can be implemented as inte-
grated circuits, with one or more processors in an integrated
circuit component. Though, a processor can be implemented
using circuitry in any suitable format.

Also, the various methods or processes outlined herein
can be coded as software that is executable on one or more
processors that employ any one of a variety of operating
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systems or platforms. Additionally, such software can be
written using any of a number of suitable programming
languages and/or programming or scripting tools, and also
can be compiled as executable machine language code or
intermediate code that is executed on a framework or virtual
machine. Typically the functionality of the program modules
can be combined or distributed as desired in various embodi-
ments.

Also, the embodiments of the invention can be embodied
as a method, of which an example has been provided. The
acts performed as part of the method can be ordered in any
suitable way. Accordingly, embodiments can be constructed
in which acts are performed in an order different than
illustrated, which can include performing some acts concur-
rently, even though shown as sequential acts in illustrative
embodiments.

Although the invention has been described by way of
examples of preferred embodiments, it is to be understood
that various other adaptations and modifications can be
made within the spirit and scope of the invention. Therefore,
it is the object of the appended claims to cover all such
variations and modifications as come within the true spirit
and scope of the invention.

We claim:

1. An information system installed in a vehicle, compris-
ing:

a persistent storage device to store a driving history of a

driver of the vehicle;

a set of internal sensors to determine internal measure-
ments;

a receiver to receive, over a network, external measure-
ments of a set of external sensors;

a processor to determine, using one or combination of the
internal and the external measurements, a set of driving
state parameters and to update the driving history
according to the set of driving state parameters; and

a human-machine-interface (HMI) including input and
output interfaces to modify a current or a historical
value of the driving state parameter with a simulated
value;

wherein the processor further executes modules of the
information system including a prediction engine and a
simulation engine,

wherein the prediction engine executed by the processor
predicts an action based on the set of driving state
parameters and the driving history,

wherein the simulation engine executed by the processor
generates a hypothetical scenario, the prediction engine
predicts the action for the hypothetical scenario, and
the processor renders the predicted action on an output
device, and

wherein the simulation engine executed by the processor
generates the hypothetical scenario by initializing a set
of driving state parameters based on the driving history,
such that each driving state parameter is initialized with
a corresponding current or historical value, rendering a
subset of the set of driving state parameters to the
interface, receiving, in response to the rendering, the
simulated value forming a modified subset of driving
state parameters, and merging the modified subset of
driving state parameters with the set of driving state
parameters for predicting the action.

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

a driving history module for collecting the driving history
of a vehicle or actions of the driver of the vehicle and
for creating a prediction model for the prediction
engine; and
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at least one sensor for determining the driving state
parameter having a value independent from the driving
history, wherein the simulation engine modifies the
value of the driving state parameter.

3. The system of claim 2, further comprising:

a system module using the driving state parameter,
wherein the simulation engine modifies only a copy of
the driving state parameter used by the prediction
engine without modifying the driving state parameter
used by the system module.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the driving state
parameter is a current location of a vehicle, wherein the
system module is a navigation system of the vehicle, and the
simulation engine changes the current location of the vehicle
as used by the prediction engine without changing the
current location of the vehicle used by the navigation
system.

5. The system of claim 3, wherein the driving state
parameter is a current time or a calendar date, wherein the
system module is a clock or a calendar system of the vehicle,
and the simulation engine changes the current time or the
calendar date for the prediction engine without changing the
current time or the calendar date used by the clock or the
calendar system.

6. The system of claim 2, wherein the simulation engine
modifies the prediction model without changing the driving
history.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the set of driving state
parameters includes an external parameter received from an
external sensor, and wherein the simulation engine modifies
a received value of the external parameter.

8. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

an output interface for rendering the set of driving state
parameters used in a current prediction; and

an input interface for modifying values of at least some
driving state parameters in the set.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor further

executes

an analytical module for performing an analysis of a set
of actions predicted for a set of hypothetical scenarios
and for determining a subset of driving state parameters
based on the analysis.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the output interface
displays concurrently multiple actions and multiple corre-
sponding hypothetical scenarios.

11. A method for using an information system installed in
a vehicle, comprising:

storing a driving history of a driver of the vehicle a
persistent storage device of the vehicle;

determining internal measurements using a set of internal
sensors of the vehicle;

receiving, over a network, external measurements of a set
of external sensors;

determining, using one or combination of the internal and
the external measurements, a set of driving state param-
eters;

updating the driving history according to the set of driving
state parameters;

modifying a current or a historical value of the driving
state parameter with a simulated value received from a
human-machine-interface (HMI) of the vehicle;

generating a hypothetical scenario by initializing a set of
driving state parameters based on the driving history,
such that each driving state parameter is initialized with
a corresponding current or historical value, rendering a
subset of the set of driving state parameters to the
interface, receiving, in response to the rendering, the
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simulated value forming a modified subset of driving
state parameters, and merging the modified subset of
driving state parameters with the set of driving state
parameters;

predicting an action for the hypothetical scenario; and 5

rendering the predicted action on an output device,
wherein at least some steps of the method are per-
formed by a processor.
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